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When I saw Stalin, the proceedings against
the first Trotsky group, Sinovjev and Kamenev,
were over; the accused had been condemned Between two
and shot, and an action against the second
Trotsky group, Pjatakov, Radek, Bucharin, and
Rykov, was pending. But no one had more
than a vague idea of the nature of the accusa-
tions against them, and it was not yet known
whether, when, and against which of them
proceedings would be taken.

It was during this interval, then, between the
two trials, that I saw Stalin.

His portraits give the impression that Stalin
is big, broad, and commanding. Actually he is, Stalin
on the contrary, small and slightly built. He
seemed, as it were, lost in the vast room of the
Kremlin in which I found him.

Stalin speaks slowly, in a low, rather colour-
less voice. He has no liking for a dialogue of manner 01
short, excited questions, answers, and interrup- sp      g
tions, but prefers to string together slow, con-
sidered sentences. Often what he says sounds
ready for press, as if he were dictating. He
walks up and down whilst he is speaking, then
suddenly approaches you, pointing a finger of